
Dec. 14th, 2023

Happy Valley Town Hall



Agenda

1. Low Impact Camping Ordinance, 
Sustainability Update  

2. Fire 

3. Disaster Communications 

4. Roads: new funding, FEMA 

5. Funding Discussion 

6. City of Santa Cruz Parks 
Superintendent Travis Beck





Soquel San Jose Shaded Fuel Break - Funded!

• CALFIRE approved $999K to Fire Safe Council of Santa Cruz County, including $786K 
for Soquel San Jose “roadside evacuation route” (remainder for chipping programs 
countywide).  

•Funding comes through California Climate Investments of the Cap and Trade 
program. 

•Completing agreement with CALFIRE, get landowners’ approval, hire contractor, get 
traffic control permit - work will likely start in 2025



Tree and Weed Maintenance

● Proactive maintenance 
happening along Thurber over 3 
years (2023, ’24, ’25) 

● Central Fire Weed Abatement 
Ordinance - Wherever weeds are 
growing upon any property in the 
District, the Central Fire Board may 
declare a public nuisance and, 
unless abated, do the work and bill 
the property owner.



72 Hr Backup for Communications

Comcast 
• 14 out of 16 sites in District 1 have been issued 
permits to install back-up power, the other two are 
in process. 

• Countywide 66 of 115 sites have installed back up  
power.





New Road Funding













County Sales Tax Measure Proposed



Where do your property taxes go?



https://bit.ly/fix-scc-roads

On October 17th, 2023 the Santa 
Cruz County Board of Supervisors 
approved a resolution finding that: 

"the current property tax 
apportionment law of the State of 
California is inadequate and 
unsustainable for the County of 
Santa Cruz" and requesting our 
representatives in the State 
Legislature "do everything possible 
to change [it]."

Action



Enrollment*
Total State LCFF 
En1tlement

Local Revenue 
(Prop Taxes)

Gross State Aid/
Min State Total Funding

State 
Funding Per 
Student

% Local 
Funding

Amt per 
Enrolled 
Student Notes

Bonny Doon Elementary 117 $1,255,423 $1,659,713 $117,428 $1,777,141 $1,003.66 93% $15,189
Basic Aid 
district

Happy Valley Elementary 109 $978,674 $1,118,136 $73,875 $1,192,011 $677.75 94% $10,936
Basic Aid 
district

Live Oak Elementary 1,728 $16,681,064 $5,486,294 $11,194,770 $16,681,064 $6,478.45 33% $9,653

Mountain Elementary 142 $1,602,023 $1,135,932 $466,091 $1,602,023 $3,282.33 71% $11,282

Pacific Elementary 145 $1,371,706 $262,335 $1,109,371 $1,371,706 $7,650.83 19% $9,460

Pajaro Valley Unified 18,675 $203,752,191 $72,790,704 $130,961,487 $203,752,191 $7,012.66 36% $10,910

School Funding Explanation



Potential Funding Sources

• Property Tax Apportionment Reform  
• Sales Tax Reform 
• County Sales Tax - $10M total, Climate Resiliency and County Parks $1M, Roads - $1M 
• Land Trust Parcel Tax  - “Santa Cruz County Safe Drinking Water, Clean Beaches, 
Wildfire Risk Reduction and Wildlife Protection Act” - $87 per parcel/ per year  

• FEMA Reimbursement - Contact your Senators and Congressman  
• BRIC grant - Building Resilient Infrastructure and Community (BRIC) FEMA grant 
application that seeks to bring over $30 Million in fuel reduction, hazard reduction and 
resilience financial resources to our community. 



Questions/Contact Info

first.district@santacruzcountyca.gov


